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COLORADO RIVER APPORTIONMENTS

Arizona is the only state with an Upper
and Lower Basin apportionment.

Colorado River Basins

Lower Basin

The 1922 Colorado River Compact divided the Basin into Upper and
Lower Basins, each of which was apportioned 7.5 million acre feet
(MAF) of Colorado River water per year. The 7.5 MAF are divided
among the states according to the 1928 Boulder Canyon Project Act
(Lower) and the 1948 Upper Colorado River Basin Compact. The Lower
Basin apportionments in a year of normal water supply are shown
below, while the Upper Basin apportionments are based on percentages
of river flow, which can vary from year to year. Additionally, 1.5 MAF
are allotted annually to Mexico, pursuant to a 1944 treaty between the
U.S. and Mexico. The compacts, agreements, contracts, laws, etc.
governing the Colorado River are known as the “Law of the River.”

Lower Basin

- California - 4.4 MAF

I:l Arizona Lower Basin - 2.8 MAF

| Nevada- 0.3 mAF
I Mmexico - 1.5 MAF

Upper Basin*
Colorado - 51.5% - 3.86 MAF
Utah - 23% - 1.71 MAF
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Wyoming - 14% - 1.04 MAF

New Mexico - 11% - 0.84 MAF
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*Numbers based on a full allocation of 7.5 MAF

Arizona Upper Basin - 0.5% - 0.05 MAF
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SUPPLY AND DEMAND

Water Supply

Reclaimed Water,
0.2 MAF, 3%

Total Volume:
7 Million Acre
Feet

CAP,
1.6 MAF, 23%

on-River Colorado,
1.2 MAF, 17%

Other In-State Rivers,
0.5 MAF, 7%

Salt-Verde
(SRP & Others),
0.7 MAF, 10%

Water Use by Sector

Municipal,
1,444,226 AF, 21%

Industrial,
379,511 AF, 5%

Source: ADWR 2014 Water Budget
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We extend our sincere appreciation
to our sponsors, without whom this
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WATER USE BY
GROUNDWATER BASIN

% Reclaimed

Basin with Basin with

>75% >75%
_Basin with Surface Groundwater
mixed water use  Water (SW) Use (GW) Use
Source: ADWR 2016

ANNUAL PRECIPITATION
BY PLANNING AREA

Average Annual Precipitatio (Inches)
Period of Record: 1981-2010
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ARIZONA’S AVERAGE ANNUAL
WATER USE BY REGION
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Source: USGS 2014

WATER SYSTEM CONNECTIONS
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Sources: 2016 PRISIM Climate Group,
Oregon State University, http://prisim.oregonstate.edu
2014 ADWR, http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr

The Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR) uses the 22
planning areas shown above in the Governor’s Water Initiative
and were identified in ADWR’s Strategic Vision for Water Supply
Sustainability (2014).

SUBSIDENCE AND STORAGE

High Productivity Aquifers

Land Subsidence
Due to Overpumping

Groundwater Basins

Underground Storage Facility

Source: ADWR 2014
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