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TRIBAL RESOURCES IN ARIZONA

(Information from the Department of Interior, 2003)

Tribal Communities make up:

30% of Land Base;

40% of Surface Water;

30% of Ground Water; and

Agriculture:  400,000 acres;



2000 Census:

Population is 256,000 (5% of state population)





Ak-Chin Overview

Ak-Chin Indian Community is one of 22 
Tribal Communities within the State of 
Arizona;
Comprised of 21,840 acres, of which 14,000 
is dedicated for agricultural purposes;
Derives its name from Vekol Wash;
Governed by a 5 member Council;
Approximately 900 Community Members; 
and
30 miles south of Phoenix, and located 
within Pinal County.



Encroachment

Vast residential growth surrounding the Ak-
Chin Reservation;
Currently 21 residential subdivisions being 
constructed;
Projected population within the next 5 years 
is 130,000; and
Potential commercial and industrial 
development.



Encroachment Challenge

In January 2006, a utility proposed to 
discharge treated effluent into 2 washes and an 
irrigation canal;
Community opposed the discharge not the 
construction of the reclamation facility;
Community requested the “coming to the 
table” concept, which the utility agreed to; 



Encroachment Challenge  contd.

Attended numerous public hearings with Pinal 
County, ADEQ and CAAG;
Received notification by ADEQ of proposed 
Surface Water Quality Standards amendment 
to include “no upstream discharges to all 
washes that flow through the Ak-Chin 
Reservation”; and
On May 23, 2006, the Community and the 
utility signed a Letter of Understanding.
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(Bullet #1) 

This particular case caused the Community, not only the Council, Cultural Resources, Environmental and Planning but a more distinguished group of individuals – our Elders, to become extensively involved with Pinal County, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, and the Central Arizona Association of Governments.  The Community explained to each entity the potential impacts of the discharge and the importance of the washes 

Pinal County.  To their Planning & Zoning Commission and the Board of Supervisors.  End result, the Commissioners requires developers to meet with Community beforehand, and the Community is advised of cases.  

ADEQ.  To the Water Quality Division informed them of the Community’s Water Quality Standards.  End result, issuance of a letter to the utility requiring they receive the Community’s consent and approval to accept discharges onto the Community’s sovereign land prior to issuance of an AZPDES permit.

CAAG.  Participation with the 208 Water Quality Management Plan.  End result, awareness of the Community and notification of future plans that may affect or potentially affect the Reservation.

(Bullet #3)

In the Letter of Understanding, the utility agreed to remove the upstream discharge points from not only two (2) washes but all four washes (Vekol, Santa Rosa, Smith and Santa Cruz); work the Community to preserve aquifer water quality; consult with the Community in connection with utility’s regional planning activities; and reiterate the offer to assist in providing water, wastewater and/or reclaimed water services to the Community 
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Map shows:

the Ak-Chin Boundary in yellow;

The 4 washes, from west to east, Santa Cruz, Santa Rosa, Smith and Vekol;

The larger blue areas are wetlands located within the Reservation;

Agricultural fields;

Casa Grande-Maricopa Highway and the John Wayne Parkway; and

Close proximity of the City of Maricopa.



Vekol Wash
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To better understand the significance of the washes is an analogy of our own body system where veins transport blood, oxygen and nutrients to vital organs to keep us alive is similar of the washes carrying surface water and abundances for survival of our O’Odham Him Dak (Way of Life) 



Cottonwood
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The following three slides are of native vegetation used for basketry material, medicinal purposes, shelter, cooking, etc. and thrives within washes.



Willow



Cattails



Terrestrial Species
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Presentation Notes
The following two slides show species dependent on the washes for their survival

Also due to the encroachment/loss of habitat, the Community has identified increased species activity.



Avian Species



mova
 

sape
 

“thank you”
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